“useful instructional technology ... is any device available to teachers for use in instructing students in a more efficient and stimulating  manner than the sole use of the teacher’s voice.”

Cuban, 1986

“Hardware and software, the tool itself, and the information the tool conveys define the technology.” Cuban 1986

“Instructional technology: “systematic application of theory and other organized knowledge to the task of instructional design and development.” – Gagné, 1992

From the OED online for “technology” on 1/18/05

(http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/50248096?single=1&query_type=word&queryword=technology&first=1&max_to_show=10)

“1. a. A discourse or treatise on an art or arts; the scientific study of the practical or industrial arts. 

 

   1615 BUCK Third Univ. Eng. xlviii, An apt close of this general Technologie. 1628 VENNER Baths of Bathe 9 Heere I cannot but lay open Baths Technologie. 1706 PHILLIPS (ed. Kersey), Technology, a Description of Arts, especially the Mechanical. 1802-12 BENTHAM Ration. Judic. Evid. (1827) I. 19 Questions in technology in all its branches. 1881 P. GEDDES in Nature 29 Sept. 524/2 Of economic physics, geology, botany, and zoology, of technology and the fine arts. 1882 Mechanical World 4 Mar. 130/1 The Department of Applied Science and Technology.

 

     b. transf. Practical arts collectively. 

 

   1859 R. F. BURTON Centr. Afr. in Jrnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 437 Little valued in European technology it [the chakazi, or ‘jackass’ copal] is exported to Bombay, where it is converted into an inferior varnish. 1864  Dahome II. 202 His technology consists of weaving, cutting canoes, making rude weapons, and in some places practising a rude metallurgy. 1949 in W. A. Visser t' Hooft First Assembly World Council of Churches 75 There is no inescapable necessity for society to succumb to undirected developments of technology. 1958 J. K. GALBRAITH Affluent Society ix. 99 Improvements in technology..are the result of investment in highly organized scientific and engineering knowledge and skills. 1971 Daily Tel. (Colour Suppl.) 10 Dec. 18/2 In the production of millions of children a year, it is not surprising that occasionally nature's complex technology should break down to produce an imbalance of hormones with masculinisation of the female foetus or feminisation of the male. 1975 Ecologist V. 120/1 Guiding technological development effectively is not a matter of being for or against technology, which is the form the discussion usually assumes.

 

     c. With a and pl. A particular practical or industrial art. 

 

   1957 Technology Apr. 56/1 It [sc. Chemical Engineering] is now recognized as one of the four primary technologies, alongside civil, mechanical, and electrical engineering. 1960 Electronic Engin. Mar. 148/1 Electronic data-processing for business is a young technology. 1969 Listener 5 June 778/1 To compare one technology with another. 1979 Computers in Shell (Shell Internat. Petroleum Co.) 2 Highly complex problems involving the many technologies needed within the energy and associated industries.

 

     d. high-technology applied attrib. to a firm, industry, etc., that produces or utilizes highly advanced and specialized technology, or to the products of such a firm. Also (unhyphened) as n. phr. Similarly low-technology. Cf. high tech s.v. TECH3 1. 

 

   1964 S. M. MILLER in I. L. Horowitz New Sociology 292 The youthful poor possess limited or outmoded skills and inadequate credentials in a high-technology, certificate-demanding economy. 1970 Physics Bull. Apr. 146/1 ‘High technology’ industries demand huge capital and R and D investments. 1972 Nature 28 Jan. 183/2 In high technology..errors in estimates of development cost are more serious in their effects. 1973 Newsweek 18 June 92/2 As their old, low-technology industries wilt under the pressure of mounting labor costs. 1981 Times 14 May 1/7 Export licences are required for a variety of high technology goods including computers, electronic equipment, chemicals, metals and building equipment.

 

     2. The terminology of a particular art or subject; technical nomenclature. 

 

   1658 SIR T. BROWNE Gard. Cyrus v. 70 The mother of Life and Fountain of souls in Cabalisticall Technology is called Binah. 1793 W. TAYLOR in Monthly Rev. XI. 563 The port-customs, the technology, and the maritime laws, all wear marks of this original character. 1802-12 BENTHAM Ration. Judic. Evid. (1827) IV. 252 An engine, called, in the technology of that day, fork. 1862 Morn. Star 21 May, Aluminium, and its alloy with copperwhich the manufacturers, with a slight laxity of technology, denominate bronze.

 

     3. = Gr. : see etym. Obs. rare1. 

 

   1683 TWELLS Exam. Gram. Pref. 17 There were not any further Essays made in Technology, for above Fourscore years; but all men acquiesced in the Common Grammar.

 

     4. Special Combs.: technology assessment, the assessment of the effects on society of new technology; technology transfer, the transfer of new technology or advanced technological information from the developed to the less developed countries of the world.

 

    1966 Inquiries, Legislation, Policy Stud. Subcomm. Sci., Res., & Devel. (U.S. Congress: House: Comm. Sci. & Astronaut.) 27 We must be cognizant of what technology is doing to usthe bad as well as the good. Toward this end we would consider the exploration of legislation to establish a Technology Assessment Boardwith the somewhat appropriate acronym TAB, since this would be its function. 1979 Bull. Amer. Acad. Arts & Sci. Mar. 21 Unanswered questions are threatening to leave technology assessment a mere intellectual pastime.

1969 Listener 24 July 106/3 This seems to show that Africa can use western techniques to her advantage, but only so long as the different cultural, intellectual and material contexts are kept firmly in mind when the technology-transfer is being planned. 1978 Internat. Relations Dict. (U.S. Dept. State Library) 40/2 Technology transfer has been defined as ‘the transfer of knowledge generated and developed in one place to another, where it is used to achieve some practical end.’

”

From Google’s define script on 1/18/05 (http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&lr=&oi=defmore&q=define:technology)

“Definitions of technology on the Web:

 In education, a branch of knowledge based on the development and implementation of computers, software, and other technical tools, and the assessment and evaluation of students' educational outcomes resulting from their use of technology tools. 

www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/misc/glossary.htm
 1. Human innovation in action that involves the generation of knowledge and processes to develop systems that solve problems and extend human capabilities. 2. The innovation, change, or modification of the natural environment to satisfy perceived human needs and wants. 

www.iteawww.org/TAA/Glossary.htm
 Mechanisms for distributing messages, including postal systems, radio and television broadcasting companies, telephone, satellite and computer networks. 

www1.worldbank.org/disted/glossary.html
 noun. The application of science to the arts. The advances in theoretical knowledge, tools and equipment that drive industry. 

www.bloomington.in.us/hoosiernet/CALL/telecommunity_94/glossary.html
 Many uses of technology can support the successful inclusion of students with a disability in the classroom. Adaptive technologies and equipment enable students with disabilities to participate more directly in classroom activity for example all students can benefit from accessing computer mediated instructions. Students can incorporate technology in developing their vocational technical skills for future employment and independent living. 

www.circleofinclusion.org/english/courses/expanding/glossary.html
 application of knowledge to develop tools, materials, techniques, and systems to help people meet and fulfill their needs. 

user.mc.net/~kwentz/eduspeak.html
 the application of scientific advances to benefit humanity 

sln.fi.edu/franklin/glossary.html
 Any specific information and know-how (whether in tangible form, such as models, prototypes, drawings, sketches, diagrams, blueprints, manuals, software, or in intangible form, such as training or technical services) that is required for the development, production, or use of a good, but not the good itself. 

www.exportcontrols.org/glossary.html
 1) Broadly defined, includes processes, systems, models and simulations, hardware, and software. 2) All hardware and software, connectivity, countermeasures and/or safeguards that are utilized in support of the core process. 

www.ciao.gov/ciao_document_library/glossary/T.htm
 Literally, 'the study of methods'; equally, the study of skills. Often misdescribed as 'applied science' (and thus assumed to be dependent on science for its theories), technology in practice develops empirically, frequently resolving tasks and dealing with exceptions and paradoxes via methods that are known to work without knowing, scientifically, just how they work. In this sense, much of science is better understood as 'codified technology', the summation of skills in practice: it can be worked consistently, but we still cannot reduce it to a consistent system of order. 

www.tomgraves.com.au/index.php
 the practical application of knowledge, especially in a particular area 

www.i-c-s-inc.com/glossary.htm
 the methods of application of an art or science as opposed to mere knowledge of the science or art itself. 

www.scientology.org/wis/wisger/gloss.htm
 the production of goods and services that mankind considers useful. Technology is not the same as science, though in today's society the two are closely linked. Many of our products – our computers, our plastics, our medicines – are direct products of our knowledge of the behaviour of atoms and molecules. However, it is not necessary to understand the science in order to make use of technology. Long before the chemistry of steel was understood, mankind knew how to make a better sword. 

www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/chemistry/mission2mars/contents/glossary/t.htm
 The practical application of knowledge, especially in a particular area such as engineering. A capability given by the practical application of knowledge. A manner of accomplishing a task especially using technical processes, methods, or knowledge. The specialized aspects of a particular field of endeavor. 

www.projectauditors.com/Dictionary/T.html
 In the context of export control, technical data, technical information, technical knowledge, or technical assistance. 

www.llnl.gov/expcon/gloss.html
 The practical application of knowledge especially in a particular area. 

lists.oasis-open.org/archives/xmlvoc-comment/200301/msg00011.html
 Tools used to create or compose music. In this course, technology refers to all composition tools, from pencil and paper to the latest audio and digital electronic equipment. 

www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/mus1112/apf.htm
 as used by Beta-Rubicon is carefully defined as applied science, that is, natural science and the scientific method applied to solving practical problems. It usually considers at least the potential for commercial exploitation. Natural sciences, in this context, may include agricultural sciences, biology, chemistry, earth sciences, information technology, medical science, mathematics, and all fields of engineering. The social and political sciences are excluded. 

www.beta-rubicon.com/Definitions.htm
 The creation of products and processes for the purpose of improving human chances for survival, comfort level, and quality of life. 

www.geog.ouc.bc.ca/conted/onlinecourses/enviroglos/t.html
 For users interested in examples of a specific technology in use, such as the" Internet" or "Decision Support Systems." 

ccs.mit.edu/21c/iokey.html
 The practice, description and terminology of any or all of the applied sciences which have practical value and/or industrial use. 

unistates.com/rmt/explained/glossary/rmtglossaryt.html
 Electronic media (such as video, computers, compact discs, lasers, audio tape, satellite equipment) used as tools to create, learn, explain, document, analyze, or present artistic work or information. 

www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/ArtsEd/vglossar.htm
 The application of science and engineering to the development of machines and procedures in order to enhance the human condition or to improve human efficiency in some respect. 

www.dsea.com/glossary/html/glossary2.html
 Facilitating the leadership development through technologies such as option finder, concept mapping, information databases and other technical resources for decision making, planning, communications and management. 

web2.canr.msu.edu/leadnet/order/glossary.cfm
 Information and Communication Technology such as computers, the Internet, Video Conferencing etc. 

www.cbsresearch.co.uk/Glossary.htm
 the practical application of science to commerce or industry 

 www.cogsci.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/webwn
 engineering: the discipline dealing with the art or science of applying scientific knowledge to practical problems; "he had trouble deciding which branch of engineering to study" 

www.cogsci.princeton.edu/cgi-bin/webwn”

