This paper is well written. There were only a couple tense problems and one or two misused words. Other than that I found it very interesting that you have used a computer that took up a whole room and only had 256kb of memory.

Eugenia Yao

September 2, 2005

Editor: Name

Edited
Date

Final Draft date

Technology Journal I

Grew up in Taipei during the 60’s, from elementary school to high school, I can recall one of the major chores shared by the students was to erase the blackboard for the teachers.  The classrooms usually held over 60 students in each room and the tools that the teachers relied on were chalk, blackboards, flip charts and books.  In the university, the class size became smaller, but the tools had not changed much.  However, we had stepped into the computer age; there was only one air-conditioned building on campus that housed this huge IBM mainframe computer that had the capacity of some 256KB memory.  I took a programming course there in FORTRAN programming language.  I can still recall the heavy stacks of punch cards that I had to carry with me during those days
.


After moving to Canada and working on various odd jobs, I decided to start my second round of education to obtain an accounting designation
.  I worked for a mini-computer manufacturer and took accounting courses at night.  That was when PC started and gradually took over the market.  The company I worked for had later reduced to one tenth of its original size and survived on maintenance of its software products only.  There was also new technology in the classrooms.  The courses I attended mostly took place in the lecture halls in the university campus in Toronto.  Overhead projectors, slides, whiteboards, microphones were the most commonly used tools.  Of course, as time progresses, PowerPoint has become a widely used tool in the classroom for many of the seminars and training courses I took.


Working in the accounting and tax field, in addition to some of the in-house systems, I have experience with the following off-the-shelf computer software:

· Accounting packages: ACCPAC, Great Plains, Navision and Hyperion;

· Tax packages: Taxprep, QuickTax, TurboTax, CCH ProSystem;

· Spreadsheet programs: SuperCalc, Lotus 1-2-3, Quattro Pro and Excel;

· Word processing program: Microsoft Word.

Twenty years ago, my older son was one of the very few kids in class that had access to a computer at home.  Now, almost everyone in every household has their own computer.  Every two to three years, some computer parts became obsolete and arereplaced by something smaller but much smarter.  When I had to use a laptop extensively at work eight years ago, I was not at all impressed.  Although it provides mobility, it was still quite heavy and the screen was very dark; that I still blame it for my poor perception.  However, today, laptops are truly compact, convenient and the screen is as clear as a regular desktop monitor can be.

The rapid advancement in communication tools could not have come at a better time.  While a cell phone is useful, with my children thousands of miles away from home, I rely heavily on email and instant messaging tools to communicate with them.  Webcam allows visual contact with my family in addition to verbal connection.

It was truly a privilege to witness this revolutionary explosion in technology advancement.  I certainly wish to continue learning to keep up with the changes.  With today’s digital kids, while they will still need to learn the same sets of basic skills in Math and English, technology is the tool we will need to challenge and motivate them to learn.   

�What are punch cards?


�Does designation mean degree?





