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Website Title: chem4kids

Website Address: www.chem4kids.com
Author/Company: Andrew Rader Studios

Copyright: 1997-2005
Recommended Age FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grade Group FORMCHECKBOX 
: Eighth grade
Subject Area:   FORMCHECKBOX 
Math  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies  FORMCHECKBOX 
English  FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:  Reading 

Summary of website: The website is an introduction to chemistry and the basic properties of atoms, elements, and how they are defined and interact in everyday things.  The website also has links to related websites by the same company, such as biology4kids and geography4kids.  It briefly introduces other topics that crossover into chemistry like biochemistry. 

General Criteria:


Content:  This website provides information about the basic properties of the first thirty-six elements of the periodic table.   It gives the atomic mass, structure, weight, and properties of each of the elements.   Definitions of an atom, matter, and reactions of elements with other elements are also presented in the website in clear easy to understand language.
Timeliness:  The information provided is general information about chemistry, so it is not necessary to update the information often.  The website only included the first eighteen elements in the beginning.  Then after requests for more elements, they provided the next eighteen for the students.
Ease of Use:  I found the website was really easy to maneuver around.  Everything was presented in a clear, easy to read format that allowed the user to skip around to different sections without getting lost in the website.  The website provided an internal search engine so students could type in a specific element and jump right to it.  The links provided were also connected and easy to jump to and go back to the original website if necessary.
Presentation of Website:  The presentation of the website was very appealing.  The set up and the graphics were interesting to preteen audience because it had cartoon graphics as opposed to only real pictures.  It uses a picture of a chalkboard with a rebus puzzle to help with the pronunciation of the element names.  I thought that was a clever way to help students to figure out how to pronounce some of the harder names.  The other fonts throughout the website were colorful and easy to read but did not detract too much from the actual content of the site.  The language used was more conversational rather than stuffy text book language so students would relate to the information better.

Appropriateness for Digital Format:  I think the digital format was appropriate because it presented the material in an easy to use format.  Students could jump to another section if they wanted to, or they could go back and study something more in depth if necessary.  The site did not require you to follow certain steps to get from one point to another.  That would be helpful if some students were quick readers or knew some of the information already.  The availability of additional websites through links would foster students’ independent learning and curiosity of other topics. 

Special Features on the Website: In the introduction they had certain words highlighted so students could click on them and get the definitions immediately.  The menu to the right was within easy access to jump to any spot in the website.
Curricular Standards Addressed:


(8) 2.1 describe the properties of matter

(8) 2.2 describe the states of matter:  solid, liquid, gas, and plasma


(8) 2.3 distinguish between physical and chemical changes


(8) 2.4 use the periodic table to determine properties of elements.
Potential Problems for Students with:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Learning Disabilities: The only learning disability I could foresee would be if a    student had difficulty reading text on a screen from dyslexia or a visual impairment.  The teacher may be able to print out material for that student.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mental Disabilities: Explain

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Physical Disabilities: Explain

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Emotional Disabilities: Explain

Additional Comments:  Overall, I think this website is very informative and appealing to students.  The site does not have a lot of unnecessary graphics or flashing lights, so it would not be too distracting.  The only thing I would comment on is the little banner along the bottom of some web pages that has some discreet ads for the particular topic on the page.  There is a little disclaimer beneath the row of ads stating they are not reviewed or recommended by Andrew Rader Studios.  Teachers would have to monitor students to make sure they do not get sidetracked. 
